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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Students Throughout Floyd County Schools Participate
in the FCS Gingerbread STEM Challenge

Students throughout Floyd County Schools recently participated in the FCS Gingerbread STEM
Challenge. This challenge was sponsored by the Floyd County Schools Department of
Instructional Technology. Students were asked to construct a gingerbread structure or
community that represented a location they were learning about in their academic classes.

“Our team wanted to design a challenge that could be easily adapted for various age levels and
subjects so that all students would be able to participate in the experience.” - Mandy
Buckenham, Instructional Technology Specialist

Teachers across FCS found different ways to incorporate the challenge into their lessons. Below
are some ways the challenge was used:
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Johnson Elementary - 1st Grade
Mrs. Fowler and Mrs. Kisor’s 1st-grade students enjoyed creating gingerbread houses as a
culminating activity for their gingerbread theme.

Alto Park Elementary - 4th Grade
Fourth-grade students have been reading about fairy tales in their reading classes. They created
gingerbread houses to represent different fairy tales. After finishing the activity, they also wrote
twisted fairytales to go along with their houses.

Model Middle School
To go along with the school-wide Hunger Games event, students in Alice Stephens’s class at MMS
created themed gingerbread houses to represent settings from the novel.

Pepperell Middle School
Seventh-grade students in Mrs. Beth Phillips’s ELA classes completed the novel The Benefits of
Being an Octopus by Ann Braden. Each class constructed its own gingerbread depiction of what
the protagonist’s town would look like using descriptions and inferences.

Armuchee High School
Michelle Arp’s Business Communication class created a gingerbread business that would fit a
need in the Armuchee community. First, they brainstormed ideas and came up with a company
name. They then created logos, researched the industry of the business, and created survey
questions to send out to potential customers for market research. After creating a mission
statement and job description for potential employees of the company, they brought the
gingerbread house to life by creating brick-and-mortar companies that included the logo, name,
and window setups in their designs.

Pepperell High School
Students from Kathy Pence’s ESOL classes discussed various landmarks in their community.
They then used photographs of each building’s architecture to recreate the landmark in a
gingerbread version.
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Additional Photos:

Katey Meadows & Braylen Robinson (MMS) designed a gingerbread
structure based on a setting from the novel The Hunger Games.



Harper Wallace, a 1st grader at Johnson Elementary, shows off her
gingerbread creation.

Fourth graders at Alto Park Elementary proudly
showcase their fairytale community.

Business Communication students at Armuchee High School
created a gingerbread business that would fit a need in their
community.



One of the gingerbread businesses was created by an Armuchee High
Student. This student chose to create a clothing bank to help homeless
families find warm clothes for the winter.

Students from Beth Phillips’s ELA classes participating in the FCS

Gingerbread Challenge. The students recreated settings from The

Benefits of Being an Octopus.

Students from Kathy Pence’s ESOL class at Pepperell High

School recreated various landmarks in their community.
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